
 

PHS STUDENTS REACH HIGHER WITH FIRST LADY 

PHS MUSIC STUDENTS SCORE AT COMPETITIONS 

Anyone who attends concerts at Piscataway High School 

can confirm that the PHS Music Department has much to  

be proud of this year. Both orchestra and jazz students  

recently took part in competitions with their peers; all 

groups received ratings in the highest categories. Orchestra 

students, under the direction of Dr. Christopher Sumner, 

competed at the Williamston, Virginia Festival  of Music, 

with The Chamber Orchestra and Symphonic Orchestra 

receiving a “Superior” rating and first place in their full   

orchestra category. In addition, The Symphonic Orchestra 

received the “Best Overall Orchestra” in the Festival. 

After a decade away from  competing, the PHS Jazz Band, 

under the direction of Mr. Kenneth Zampella, attended a 

competition at Livingston High School and received the 

highest available “Gold” rating, while the trumpet section 

was named “Outstanding Trumpet Section,” and  guitarist  

Tomi Bada, was named Piscataway’s Outstanding Soloist. 
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FAQ’s 

FAQs are on the district    
website under “Quick Links” 

Who serves on the Board of 

Education?                                 

The Board is comprised of 

nine unsalaried, volunteer 

Piscataway citizens, elected 

by registered voters during 

the November General           

Election for three-year-terms. 

Current Board Members are: 

William Irwin, President    

Alexandra Lopez, Vice         

President                                     

Shantell Cherry                      

Tom Connors                       

Adelita Deepan                        

Ralph Johnson                            

Atif Nazir                                    

Isaac Peng                                      

Ira Stern 

How can I serve on a Board 

Committee?                              

Parents and community 

members are invited to         

participate on Board          

Committees, which include 

Community Relations, Fiscal 

Planning and Operations,        

Curriculum and Programs, 

Policy/Legislative, School  

Culture & Climate. More   

information and a committee 

application can be found on 

the district website.  

1515 Stelton Road 

Piscataway, NJ 08854 

Phone: 732-572-2289 

www.piscatawayschools.org 

Twitter: @pwayschools 

On Tuesday, April 26, students from Piscataway High School attended 

the National College Signing Day #ReachHigher event hosted by First 

Lady Michelle Obama and MTV at the Harlem Armory in New York 

City. Throughout the program, students heard from famous artists, 

activists and entertainers including Traci Ellis Ross, Diggy Simmons, 

Carmelo Anthony, Common, Melissa McCarthy, Allison Williams and 

a very special appearance from legendary actor Robert De Niro. But 

the main attraction was Mrs. Obama, who 

gave the graduating seniors, wearing the 

shirts of the colleges they will attend this 

fall, powerful words of inspiration and 

motivation to succeed beyond high school. 

Afterwards, Mrs. Obama came downstage 

and personally greeted many of the 

students in attendance.  

 

PHS Orchestra Students with       

Dr. Christopher Sumner 

http://piscatawayschools.org/cms/One.aspx?portalId=804134&pageId=1061750
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PISCATAWAYREADS INSPIRES 

With approximately 1000 students and parents in attendance, 

PiscatawayREADS 2016 was a resounding success. Participants 

were treated to an opening program that included inspiring 

words from PHS student Anya Lopez, who described her              

continuing efforts toward rehabilitation from a debilitating case 

of Lyme Disease, and from Cory Weissman, a former basketball 

standout who made a remarkable recovery from  a catastrophic 

stroke he suffered as a college freshman. Both speakers             

encouraged attendees to work their hardest and  never take their 

gifts for granted. Following the opening program, students broke 

out into groups for book discussions and projects, while parents 

listened to a presentation from Positive Psychologist,                        

PHS STUDENTS WIN TEEN MEDIA CONTEST 
 
 
 
 
 

Artwork by Courtney Culp Artwork by Jamie Ramos 

Artwork by PHS students Courtney Culp and Jamie Ramos received first and second place respectively in the New Jersey 

Department of Human Services Teen Media Contest, High School Category. All entries were evaluated on the following criteria: 

theme depiction, overall appearance, originality, design and execution. The students’ artwork will be on display at the New 

Jersey State House from May 16 - 20, 2016. Congratulations to Courtney and Jamie, and to their teacher, Ms. Dorothy Amme. 

SOMERSET PATRIOTS 

CHALLENGE RANDOLPHVILLE 

Randolphville students took the 

Somerset Patriots’ March   

Reading Challenge, recording 

books read at home and earn-

ing    tickets to upcoming 

games. Mascot Sparkee visited 

during Read Across America 

week to promote the program. Ninety-five students read  

1,176 books. so far!    

Cory Weissman takes a selfie with the crowd. 

PWAY 5K A SUCCESS 

The Pway 5K took place on Sunday, April 24, a beautiful morning 

and perfect day for a race. This annual event raises money for 

Project Graduation, an inclusive, alcohol-free night of fun and 

celebration for the entire Piscataway High School graduating 

class. The first runner to reach the finish line was Rahul Tanna, 

who ran the race in 17:44. The fastest female runner was 

Lindsey McMahon, with a time of 24:10. New this year was a 

Kid’s Fun Run for the 10-and-under crowd, that took place on 

the track, following the 5K. Special thanks for the wonderful day 

go to Junior Class Advisor and PHS English Teacher Sean Horan, 

who served as Race Director.  



FILMMAKER BYRON HURT INSPIRES  
PHS STUDENTS 

On February 19,  filmmaker and motivational speaker Byron Hurt visited PHS to discuss 

issues of race, health and social justice with a particular focus on gender violence        

prevention. Mr. Hurt has screened his films and given keynote speeches in hundreds of 

colleges and universities across the country and throughout  the world, with racially and 

culturally diverse audiences. His documentary Hip-Hop: Beyond Beats and Rhymes   

premiered at the 2006 Sundance Film Festival and broadcast nationally on PBS in 2007. 

His film Soul Food Junkies received the Best Documentary Award at the 2012 American 

Black Film Festival and aired on PBS' Independent Lens. Mr. Hurt’s presentation and    

the discussion forum that followed was a valuable experience for both students and 

teachers. Students from Piscataway’s 50 Strong group were offered an internship      

opportunity to help work on his next documentary.  

Students at Martin Luther King Intermediate School celebrated Read Across 

America with some special visitors. Piscataway High School football players 

and former King students, Danny Haus, Abdel Mohammed, Anthony Ciancio, 

and Elijah Barnwell read to fifth grade students on this special day. They also 

spoke to students about the importance of having good grades, especially if 

they plan to play sports in the future. They answered a variety of questions 

from students and ate lunch with them. It was a wonderful opportunity for 

King students to hear from former King students about what it takes to be 

successful. A good time and great learning experience was had by all! 
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ARBOR ORCHESTRA STUDENTS SHINE AT REGIONS 

Sixteen Arbor Orchestra students performed in 

the Central Jersey Music Educator Association 

Elementary Honors Orchestra on Saturday, 

April 9 at East Brunswick High School. The 

students worked hard for this honor, 

rehearsing in the morning and performing in a 

concert in the afternoon.  Congratulations to 

Arbor fifth graders Keija Blake, Chaz Mainor, 

Arundhati Punj, Andrea Enabosi, Anthony 

Nguyen, Krithi Potula, Isis Ramirez Rea, Aarav 

Purohit, Abhishiek Karthik, Sabrina Rebolledo, 

and Mahati Salapu; fourth graders Abigail 

Jones, Patricia Garcia, Ishika Singh, Matthew 

Palma and Kiara Packwood; and to their 

teacher, Ms. Grace Lee. 

PHS FOOTBALL PLAYERS READ AT KING 



 

PISCATAWAY STUDENTS DONATE FOOD FOR FAMILIES IN NEED 

Because of the efforts of hundreds of students at five 

Piscataway Schools, needy and homeless families in 

Middlesex County have more food on their tables 

and in their pantries. Students at Arbor, Grandview, 

Knollwood, Randolphville and King collected and 

donated 4400 pounds of food to the Middlesex 

County Food Organization and Outreach Distribution 

Services 2016 School Food Drive, with Randolphville 

collecting the most food – 1450 pounds filling 29 

bins! 

LIFE IN BLACK AND GOLD TO 
AIR ON CABLEVISION PCTV 

 

In addition to being available 

on the District website, the 

student produced television 

series, “Life in Black & Gold” 

will now air on PCTV, 

Piscataway’s  local public  

access station. The series can 

be viewed on Cablevison 

Channel 15, Verizon FiOS 

Channel 40, and Live 

Streaming at http://

piscatawaytv.peg.tv,              

on Mondays at 6:30pm, 

Saturdays at 1pm and Sundays at 5:30pm.    

CONACKAMACK STUDENTS 
STUDY FOOD IN CULTURE 

Showcasing the importance 

of food in culture, and as a 

culmination to their ancient 

history and medieval history 

units, Dan Austin’s seventh 

and eighth grade students at 

Conackamack celebrated 

with a multicultural 

feast. Students shared their 

own heritages, partaking in 

delicacies such as Chili Paneer, Samosas, African rice, 

salsa, spaghetti and meatballs, chicken lo mein, Peruvian 

rice, dumplings, German pancakes, cornbread, mini tacos, 

and Irish soda bread! 

STUDENTS THROUGHOUT THE DISTRICT CELEBRATE EARTH DAY 

Conscious of their status as future stewards 

of the planet, students throughout the     

district celebrated Earth Day on April 22. 

After learning more about recycling and 

caring for the earth, and then showing their 

creative side with Earth Day Arts & Crafts, 

King students worked in groups to clean up 

litter and beautify their school grounds. 
At Children’s Corner by the River, 

preschoolers planted an organic garden. 

Eisenhower 

kindergarteners created 

objects out of recycled 

materials, developing 

art, toys or useful items. 

http://piscatawaytv.peg.tv
http://piscatawaytv.peg.tv

